


Merry Christmas!  Have you said it yet this year?  It’s coming! 
The Best time of the year—Christmas!  It’s the best time of 

the year because of the Best Gift ever Given—Jesus! 
What can you do to make this the Best Christmas Ever— 
to make sure we don’t let THE Gift get squeezed out of 
focus by everything else that happens this time of year?  

We believe this Daily Devotional book for the month 
of December will help center you and remind 
you of the Best Gift—for the Best Christmas!  

So enjoy—and have yourself a Very Merry Christmas! 
 

 
 
 

David 



 



December 1 David Case 
The Greatest Gift  Lead Pastor 
 
 This next month, one word will fall from our lips more than any 

other. I’m not talking about the word joy or tree or food. I believe it’s 

the word gift. Just listen to the conversations around you at work, 

school, home. You will hear the word mentioned several times in one 

conversation. For centuries now gifts and giving have become 

synonymous with Christmas. Gifts—we make lists of them, wish for 

them, talk about them. Some people go in debt to buy them, 

everyone wants them...GIFTS! We say things like, “What do you 

want for Christmas this year?” Or, “He is always so hard to buy for, “ 

or “I know exactly what she wants.” We usually gift people we work 

with, our friends and of course our family. Most of us want to get 

that perfect gift for a special person but often it is so elusive.  

 Of course, all of this comes from God—giving THE GIFT! The 

gift of His Son Jesus Christ! The last half of Romans 6:23 reads, “But 

the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. It’s a gift for 

eternity!” 

  Ever been frustrated that the gifts you give your kids 

sometimes don’t even make it to New Year’s Day? How frustrating! 

God’s gift not only makes it to the New Year and the years to come, 

but for eternity. What a gift! Now don’t misunderstand—I like gifts 

given to me by family and friends—it’s a good thing. It’s just that 

there really is a difference in gifts and THE Gift!  

 This Christmas we will be focusing in on Isaiah 9:6: “For unto us 

a child is born; unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon 

His shoulder. These will be His royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, The 

Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

 Think about this gift from God: He’s called Wonderful 

Counselor, someone to Guide Me! A Mighty God, someone to 

Rescue me! An Everlasting Father, Someone to Provide for Me! The 

Prince of Peace, Someone to Calm Me!  

 As you hear the word gifts this month—let it remind you of 

God’s gift as well! 



December 2 Kevin Markley  
A Child-Like Faith McMinnville Campus 
 
 Matthew 18:2, “And calling to Him a child, He put him in the midst 

of them and said, ‘Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles 

himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’” 

 All I want for Christmas is to be like my 6 year old. Anyone who 

has the pleasure of meeting Nora will understand why. She loves 

with her whole heart, without any expectation of receiving anything 

in return (usually, that is, she is 6 after all!). Nora has embraced the 

Christmas spirit more than anyone I know. She lives for all the 

cookies, trees, decorations, movies, music and presents, but 

understands the true reason of why we celebrate this season. This 

girl has committed every fiber in her being to celebrate and spread 

Christmas cheer to everyone around her. All of the stress that we can 

get caught up in during this season just bounces right off Nora and 

she chooses to celebrate and spread love to her family, friends, and 

anyone she meets. 

 Jesus calls us to be a Nora! In Matthew, the disciples are asking 

Jesus who the greatest is in the Kingdom of heaven. I can imagine 

they were all hoping He would say their own name, yet He tells them 

that the greatest in His kingdom are those with childlike faith. What 

does that mean though? It means that we are called to have a 

humble, selfless faith in God, manifested with His gifts of the spirit: 

charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, 

gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity.  

 So during this holiday season, embrace this child-like faith. As 

we get busy and stressed, let us remind ourselves to be like Nora and 

focus on what makes Christmas so special. Jesus came 2000 years 

ago to humbly be born in a manger for you and me. I think that is 

worth celebrating and sharing the gift of love to the people around 

us. 



December 3 Melissa Campbell 
The Light of Jesus Tigard Campus 
 
 I love reading the Christmas story with my kids each year. Each 

night before bed we curl up on the couch and read about when our 

Lord came to earth as a baby to bring us hope and joy and peace--

God's greatest gift ever! 

 Before we can get to the part of the story where Jesus was 

born, we have to first start at the beginning with the story of His 

cousin John, a miracle child born to Zechariah and Elizabeth. They 

had been childless for many years and were well past child-bearing 

age when this miracle happened to them. Zechariah, filled with the 

Spirit says this about John: 

 "And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for 

you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for Him, to give His 

people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 

because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will 

come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace."   

Luke 1:76-79 

 John was the one prophesied to come before Jesus and sent to 

prepare a way for Him, announcing His coming. Up to this point, the 

whole world had been waiting in the darkness for the light of hope to 

come. This story of John ushers us into the very beginning of the 

Christmas story-a story of when the light of the world came to "guide 

our feet into the path of peace", to bring us hope in salvation and 

forgiveness of sin. John's role was to point to Jesus and go ahead of 

Him, giving the people hope that the One whom they have been 

waiting for, for so many years, is finally here! 

 Jesus, the rising sun, came shining light into the darkness to 

guide us into his peace. As we allow the light of Jesus to illuminate 

the dark places in our life, He replaces all fear and doubt with rest, 

assurance and peace. This Christmas I pray you will receive the gift of 

peace that comes from Christ! 



December 4 Linda Kehe 
All I Want For Christmas Newberg Campus 
 
 I think back on all the things I have wanted over the years. 

There was a time that I thought, “If I only had $20.00 all would be 

right.” Then one day an envelope appeared in the mail addressed to 

me with $20.00 in it. I don’t know exactly what I used that $20.00 

for, but I’ll never forget receiving it. 

 Then there was the Christmas that I really wanted a missal, 

which is a book containing all the texts used in the Catholic Mass 

throughout the year. After I had opened all my presents from Santa - 

the doll of the year, the clothes, the games - I was searching under 

the tree. My dad asked what I was looking for and I said, “My missal”. 

He and Mom exchanged a look and Dad got up and went outside. He 

came back in and handed me a very cold, apparently forgotten-in-the

-car missal. It was very important to me for a while, but I don’t know 

where that missal ended up. 

 Another “If only I had...” moment came when I thought 

everything would be great if I had nice nails. My husband got me an 

appointment to get acrylic nails. Wow! I was so proud and flashed my 

fingers around grandly until I developed an allergic reaction. 

Apparently, I wasn’t meant to have nice nails. I chuckle about that 

every time I actually cut my nails so I can play my guitar! 

 Then fairly recently, I was talking with a very dear friend. In our 

conversation I found that she was having huge financial problems. 

She didn’t state anything right out, but I could tell by the things she 

was saying that she was making some choices that were less 

expensive but were also not in her best interest health-wise and 

probably not stress-wise as well. I thought about that $20.00 that I 

received so many years ago. I wrote a check for that $20.00 plus 

years and years of interest and put it in the mail. She was 

overwhelmed to tears when she received it. 

 I realize that the very best gift I have ever received was the gift 

of being blessed to be a blessing to someone else. And that gift came 

from God. 



December 5 Russ Burrows 
Seek & Find the Child Newberg Campus 
 
 I grew up in a small town, as a part of an active, Christ believing, 

church-attending family. And even though I was a “city boy,” several 

of my friends lived outside of town on farms or ranches. On these 

farms, most all had cows, horses, pigs, and of course chickens. My 

friend John lived on a family dairy farm. Each person in the family 

had chores and all were expected to complete them in a timely 

fashion. Some tasks the family took turns with while others were 

individual responsibilities.  

 It was Christmas season and I must have been about 16, 

because I borrowed my dad’s car and drove myself out to John’s. 

Their farmhouse was a typical one with lots of room and a big 

country kitchen. I remember standing in that kitchen with John and 

his brothers, Mark and Dan, while their mother was cooking, canning, 

or baking something. Their father stepped in and proclaimed, “I want 

that manger cleaned out today and fresh feed put in!” and back 

outside he went. Immediately, the argument began. “I cleaned it last 

time,” “it’s not my turn,” “you always get out of cleaning the manger.” 

As I said, I grew up attending church and that very much included 

participating in every Christmas program for as far back as I can 

remember, so, I know about mangers. Luke 2:7 says that when Jesus 

was born Mary wrapped Him up and placed Him in a manger. I was 

shocked. Here were my friends arguing over a manger, and when 

they looked at me, my face must have said it all. After the chuckling 

stopped they clearly explained to me that farm animals can make a 

very unpleasant mess in and around a functioning manger and 

cleaning it is a no fun, dirty job. 

  But Jesus, a newborn baby, was laid in a manger. Somebody had 

to have cleaned it up. Was it Joseph? Or did the owner’s sons argue 

about cleaning it without realizing they were preparing a place for 

the greatest gift ever given to mankind. 

 What I would like for Christmas is that we all would seek and 

find that Child, in that manger, just like the shepherds did in Luke 

2:16-17, and once found, respond, just like the shepherds did in  

Luke 2:20, glorifying and praising God for all we have seen and 

heard. 

 Merry Christmas! 



December 6  Glenn Carr 
Continue In Him McMinnville Campus 
 
 When I was a little boy, staring into the big C9 Christmas lights 

on the tree and smiling broadly for the camera, I didn’t know what I 

wanted for Christmas. I just wanted it to come soon. Those days 

were filled with wonder for me. Hopeful expectation mixed without 

knowing what would happen. 

 As I had my own family, I felt like I had to orchestrate the 

Christmas holiday. I wanted my family to experience the joy I felt, get 

the presents taken care of and be sure that everyone had a good 

time. I worked hard on the Christmas pageantry to recreate those 

Christmas memories for the kids. 

 Now as I think back on all the Christmas times that have come 

before, all the love and laughter, the noisy pandemonium, and the 

quiet times of prayer and reflection; I’ve realized the one true gift 

was given on that day. As Luke 2:11 says, “Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord”. Knowing 

this and knowing the price He paid to accomplish my salvation on the 

cross at Calvary makes all earthly presents mere shadows of the gift 

He gave the world. 

 So, as I approach my older years I feel the wonder I did as a little 

boy at this time of year. Jesus said in Luke 18:16, “Let the little 

children come to Me,” and I am humbled to be counted a child of God. 

All I want for Christmas can be summed up in 1 John 2:28, “And now, 

dear children, continue in Him, so that when He appears we may be 

confident and unashamed before Him at his coming.” I want to be ready, 

and I want Him to come soon. 



December 7 Theresa Lopez 
Pure Love Tigard Campus 
 
 My mother wears Estee Lauder fragrances. When I was in high 

school, I used a very light fragrance you could buy at Fred Meyers. I 

knew it wasn’t special. I knew it wasn’t strong and I knew hers was 

better than mine. 

 Imagine my joy when my first box of Estee was wrapped under 

the Christmas tree. The packaging was gold with a logo from the 

department store. The bow did not come in a bag with 99 other 

bows. When the box sat under the lights of the Christmas tree, it 

made the whole room smell beautiful.  

 My breath was held for a week in anticipation of opening the 

box (sort of). When I opened the box, it was not the 32 ounces of 

perfume spray that I expected. It was a bar of soap and lotion. So 

much for the good stuff… 

 I encourage you this season to take a moment to unwrap God’s 

perfect gift.  Unlike any present you may receive under the tree, 

Jesus is the gift that never disappoints. The “One and Only” (John 

1:14). Underneath the wrapping of carols, candles, angels and Mary, 

is the gift that gets better the deeper you go. The Bible tells us that 

Jesus is God’s indescribable gift to us (2 Corinthians 9:15).  

 Take time during this busy time of year, to remember the baby 

who came to earth to give us an example of pure love – and who 

came knowing that He would die to give us a pathway to relationship 

with our Heavenly Father. Take a moment to embrace that you are 



December 8  Rick Carlin 
God’s Peace Newberg Campus 
 
 We all search for peace in our lives.  What we often find first is 

the World’s peace. The World's peace is very different from the 

peace that Jesus brought to us. 

 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you.  I do not give to you 

as the World gives. Do not let your heart be troubled and do not be 

afraid.” John 14:27 

 The World’s peace is not permanent, it is transitory. When our 

world is calm, when we are healthy, when we are fed, when 

relationships, stress and anxieties are in line with our expectations, 

we can feel peace.  It is this peace we lose when relationships sour, 

when there is trouble at work, when the home is disrupted, when 

stocks fall, when we have health problems, when civility wanes, and 

when worry overwhelms us - we realize that our Worldly peace is 

gone, shattered, we feel adrift. The World’s peace depends on 

events, and conditions that are constantly changing and beyond our 

control.  The World's peace is temporary and does not withstand 

trouble. 

 God’s peace comes to us through Jesus Christ who took our sin 

to the cross so that we could be reconciled with God, in peace, now 

and forever. 

 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the 

peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ.” Philippians 4:6-7. 

 God’s peace is not a feeling, it is a state of being. We connect 

with God through prayer and by Christ’s sacrifice we are reconciled 

with God, and we are filled with the Holy Spirit; God’s peace lives in 

our being. It is not affected by the state of the world. In a turbulent, 

chaotic and unpredictable world, God's peace is eternal. 

 God’s peace is a gift that everyone receives. Pray that the peace 

of God that transcends all understanding will guard your heart and 

mind in Christ such that we live in God’s Peace forever. 

  God’s Peace Be With You! 



December 9  Kathy Carr 
The Gift of Hope McMinnville Campus 
 
 All I want for Christmas is to give the gift of hope to fill  

people’s hearts. 

 Christmas morning sitting in front of the fire watching the 

flames, reading the Christmas story, I am filled with the thought… I 

wish I could give the gift of Jesus. 

 Can you Imagine if you could give freely to those who do not 

know Him? To be able to share that gift of salvation with someone 

you know who is a non-believer? 

 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of the heavenly lights who does not change like shifting shadows,” 

James 1:17. 

 It is a gift I can share! A beautiful Christmas gift filled with 

salvation, truth, and hope. The Christmas story, the life of Jesus, His 

Resurrection. Oh, how many wonderful gifts to share! 

 This Christmas, fill your heart and others’ hearts with Christ. 

 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust  

in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the  

Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13  



December 10  Troy Rappold 
The Indescribable Gift Tigard Campus 
 
 Isaiah 9:6 says a “child is born to us.” It was a special birth, announced 

by angels and foretold by prophecy. Jesus was born and placed in a manger 

to help keep Him warm. 

 In the book of Exodus, Moses is also born in special circumstances 

and he is placed in a wicker basket to help protect him from those who 

wanted to kill him.  

 Another extraordinary birth is recorded in the book of Judges. Before 

Sampson was born, an angel of the Lord appeared to his mother and 

instructed her not to ever cut the child’s hair and not to allow him to drink 

alcohol. The special instructions were there to help Sampson achieve the 

calling God placed on his life.  

 You and I also had an extraordinary birth—the miracle of being alive 

and the privilege to receive eternal life in Christ. And each of us also has a 

special calling—a special responsibility on our lives. We received God’s love 

and now we are able to reflect back God’s love to a dark and hurting world 

in a way that now one else can. 

 In Matthew 18, Jesus takes a child in His arms and teaches the crowds 

that they must trust and learn like a child.  In Galatians we read, “We are 

God’s children, and because we are his children, we are also an heir to receive all 

that the Father has.” Being a child of the King has its advantages.  

 And in Hosea 11:1, God says, “When Israel was a child, I loved him and 

out of Egypt I called my son.” And God does the same with us - He calls us 

out of our lives and invites us to live with Him and follow Him. Walk with 

Christ step by step; don’t run ahead, don’t lag behind.   

 Luke 2:40 says of Jesus, “The child grew and became strong” So too, we 

become strong when we walk with God. Sometimes the process moves 

slowly, but after we get some miles underneath our belt, we can look back 

and feel proud about the great distance we have traveled.  

 The closer we walk with Him, the easier it is to give. We recognize 

how much God has given to us and we have more than we already need. 

We feel happy to give, like Paul says, in 2 Corinthians, “Give what you have 

decided to give in your heart.” Then we learn that we have been given 

abilities and skills that serve the Church. We each have our unique gift from 

God and we develop a sense of fulfillment when we give it away. Our daily 

life takes on a view towards eternity. 

 Our faith is the most profound aspect of our personality. If it we let it, 

our faith will guide us our entire lives. Always trusting like a child, 

courageous like soldiers, energetic like an athlete, and wise like a teacher.   

 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift: a child born for us.  



December 11 Susie Swanson 
All I Want for Christmas...A Piece of Peace Newberg Campus 
 
 As a child I always had a special gift I wanted for Christmas. One 

year it was a Pat-A-Burp Doll which made “the actual sounds”!  Other 

years it was an Easy Bake Oven, or the complete set of Nancy Drew 

Mystery books or a musical jewelry box. When I got older it was 

clothes that didn’t make me look nerdy, or money, so I could buy my 

own hopefully non-nerdy clothes. In more recent years, I have 

desired a fitness watch, mystery puzzles, lattes, and gift cards for 

clothes that didn’t make me look old, fat…or nerdy. Many wants and 

many gifts over the years. This year is a bit different.   

 Recently my husband and I moved to the lovely town of 

Newberg, and we are delighted to now be official Newbergonians!    

It’s been a move 2 years in the making. Searching for a home, the 

negotiations and stress of selling the old house, packing (where did 

we get all this stuff?) straining to lift and carry heavy mattresses and 

furniture, driving over Chehalem Mountain more times than we can 

count, and finally trying to find all the items (where IS my 

toothbrush?) we packed in the hundreds of boxes that are sitting on 

all of the surfaces at the new house.  Attempting all this while 

owning and running a business, has truly taken a toll. So this year, the 

gift I’d love most, is just a little piece of peace. 

 I’m not asking for world peace, or Dave Ramsay’s Financial 

Peace, or any type of external peace, but more of an inward…quiet…

sense of God’s peaceful presence. A few moments to spend with my 

heavenly Father in peaceful companionship would be wonderful. I 

know this is entirely doable. Even during our busy time of Christmas 

celebrations, God through Jesus has promised His peace.  The angels 

said at His birth, “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth, peace 

among people with whom He is well pleased.”   

 For over a decade, whenever our grandkids have spent the 

night with us, we have tucked them into bed with prayer and a 

blessing that I believe is appropriate for you also. “May the Lord bless 

you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face to shine upon you. 

May the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.”  



December 12  Eric Rademacher 
The Prince of Peace McMinnville Campus 
 
 In Christ, we have many promises to hope for yet to come. 

Those who die in Christ will be resurrected to Him with no more 

pain. Every tribe will be reconciled together and to the King. But it’s 

become commonplace in America to consign our hope to these 

future promises. For eleven months of the year, our confidence in 

Immanuel (the Wonderful Counselor, He whose shoulders the 

government will rest upon, Isaiah 9:6) so often becomes thinking that 

His peace on earth, “comes after Jesus returns.” Perhaps we become 

unsure how our present forgiveness affects the dying world outside 

the house and the church. 

  Many of our Christmas carols were written through a long, 

optimistic period in church history since the Reformation, before a 

shift towards gloomier expectations of the delay of Christ’s reign on 

earth. Consider this Christmas the emphasis in several classics on the 

present reign of our Lord. 

 From Isaac Watts, “He rules the world with truth and grace and 

makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness.”  

 Henry Longfellow, “Then rang the bells more loud and deep, 

‘God is not dead nor doth He sleep,’ …with peace on earth, good will 

to man.” 

 I tear up over Handel’s Messiah from Revelation 11:15, “The 

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 

His Christ.” 

 We can bank on the hope that the Prince of Peace reigns not 

only later, but this very day over the earth (Matthew 28:18), 

reconciling the world to Himself one soul at a time. 



December 13  Trudi Sang 
Lord of Lords Tigard Campus 
 
 One of my vivid memories of Christmas was when I was a first 

year student at Multnomah School of the Bible, now referred to as 

Multnomah University. I was in the concert choir and we sang a large 

portion of Handel’s Messiah for our Christmas concert. This is such a 

powerful work of music that exalts Jesus as the Christ and King of 

Kings. I remember how moving it was to be a part of a choir singing 

all the parts with passion and hope. This piece of work that is almost 

300 years old stands with power and majesty as glory is sung of the 

Lord.  The “Hallelujah” chorus traditionally moves people to stand at 

and during the singing of it. The proclamation of Jesus reigning and 

being the Lord of lords forever and ever moves the heart to hope and 

God’s grace and glory. 

 Isaiah 9:6b “...and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Handel’s Messiah has 

scripture references from the entire Bible that traces who Jesus is for 

all eternity. The power of music speaks to my soul each year and 

proclaims the importance of Jesus and His offering of love, grace, and 

salvation to each and every one of us.   



December 14  Mike Blackwell 
We Three Kings Online Campus 
 
 Nearly 20 years ago, my wife Cathy, a couple of friends, and I 

spent the day in Newport. With the weather already turning chilly, 

we quickly wandered into a local shop. Inside it felt warm, cheerful, 

and the kind of good like when you sit by a comfortable fire. In the 

middle of the next room, I spotted a gleaming golden brown musical 

instrument. Intrigued, I walked over. I had never seen anything like 

this instrument before. With only three strings, the nearby brochure 

promised you that there were no wrong notes. 

 Before I knew it, I started to play. As the brochure promised, 

the notes sounded great! Soon, a familiar tune reached my ears. First 

quietly, since I didn’t want to bother anyone. Then with increasing 

confidence, I decided I didn’t care who heard. I found myself lost in 

the music as I strummed the melody to We Three Kings as it sounded 

throughout the small store. As I continued to play I looked up, caught 

Cathy’s eye, and grinned. She smiled back, happy to see me in that 

special moment. 

 In many ways, that experience reminds me of Jesus’ birth. Here 

we find ourselves in the all too familiar world - chilly, seeking shelter, 

and desperate for a place to stay warm. Maybe it feels like a long 

journey. Will we ever find a safe haven? Someplace to deliver us 

from everything brutal in life? Finally, off in the distance, we see our 

chance. We enter a shelter hopeful for peace, rest, and security. Our 

eyes adjust and then the unexpected happens - there He is! At just 

the right moment, God gives us the long promised Savior. First a 

little, then with increasing enthusiasm we celebrate this “King 

forever, ceasing never.” 

 It dawns on us, what we needed most was a person, not a place. 

Like the kings, in the midst of darkness we have found the perfect 

light of Jesus. Sing, play, rejoice! Let God fill you with the music of 

His joy. And this Christmas, whenever you need shelter the most, 

may you find it in the King of all kings. 



December 15  Paul Shelton 
All I Want For Christmas Is To Be Together Newberg Campus 
 
 When I think about the Christmas season, I think about 
decorations, the green and red colors, the lights on houses, the 
Christmas trees clothed in ornaments and tinsel. I think about the 
presents and wrapping. The excitement of children opening their 
bounty of gifts. I think about the smells of Christmas. The baked 
goods fresh from the oven, the pies for dessert and the turkey or 
ham being cooked on the stove. 

  I think one of my most wonderful memories about the 
Christmas holiday season is being together with my family. My 
parents and family worked a lot. But, the Christmas break….oh wow, 
we were all home. It was glorious! The dining room table turned into 
part board game central, part puzzle desk, part eating area and all 
parts talking and being together area. 

  Funny, I remember very little of the presents or the type of 
wrapping paper, or the morning of Christmas. I know it was great and 
I know a lot of work went into making that time special. But, I don’t 
remember it much. I DO remember the times sitting around our 
dining room table and being together. 

  I think God knows that we long for togetherness with each 
other and with Him. In fact, we sing a Christmas Carol about God 
being with us. O Come, O Come Emmanuel! God came to be with us. 
He made us in the beginning knowing that we long to be with Him 
and each other. 

  Isaiah foretold that He will be with us, “Therefore the Lord 
Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and will call Him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 4:14) 

 Then, the Gospel of Matthew shares, “They will call Him 
Immanuel— which means God with us.” Matthew 1:23 

 In fact, even His name is “God is with us”! 

  God also reminds us in Revelation that He will be near us, ”And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and He will dwell with them. They will be His 
people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.’” Revelation 
21:3 

  Wow! O Come O Come, Emmanuel! Can’t wait to be together! 



December 16 Janet Stuebing 
God of the Impossible McMinnville Campus 
 
     It was the fall of 1977, and I had been married for about two 
years. Bill and I were raising his two boys from his previous marriage.  
Both of us wanted more children, but there was no way that could 
possibly happen. I was a very young Christian and Bill had 
rededicated his life to Christ. I was getting to know my Savior 
through the church, Bible reading, and prayer. I knew that God 
performed miracles, but didn’t yet understand just how very great 
our God is! I was still learning that Jesus loves me so much that He 
willingly died for me. He took my sin to the cross, so I could have a 
loving relationship with Him. I knew that Jesus was capable of doing 
miracles with my head, but didn’t yet understand with my heart just 
how great God can be. 

  One morning I was reading chapter 19 in the book of Matthew. 
I read verse 26 and stopped. I read it again: “Jesus looked at them and 
said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’” 
The question came to my mind, could Jesus make a way for us to 
have a child? 

 A few weeks later, I was in my Doctor’s office and I mentioned 
that Bill and I would love to have more children, but I know that 
could not happen. My Doctor asked me if we had thought about 
adopting. So, Bill and I discussed it and that week we contacted the 
agency to start working through the process to adopt a child. Things 
moved very quickly, and on December 8, 1977, I received a call from 
the Doctor and he said, “It’s a girl, she is healthy and beautiful!” I 
can’t begin to explain the joy we both felt that moment. That night as 
I lay in bed with my mind reeling, way too excited to sleep, I thought 
about the verse “ … but with God all things are possible.” At that point 
in my life, I began to understand just how great God is! 

 We are now approaching Christmas of 2022, and I will be 
celebrating with my daughter, son-in-law and three marvelous 
grandsons. I am so thankful for Jesus’ care and love in our life. What I 
would like to see this Christmas is for others to know how great God 
is.  If you are in need of a Christmas miracle this year, know that God 
loves you and anything is possible with God. Know that He is waiting 
for you to ask Him to be a part of your life. Know that His loves is 
unconditional.  Let Him do a miracle in your life! 

 God Bless you! 



December 17 Maria & Beryl Angelechio 
My Favorite Gift Newberg Campus 
 
 When I shared with Maria that she was asked to write an article 
about a favorite gift she has received, Maria didn’t really have a 
favorite. We read from James 1:17 about every good and perfect gift 
comes from the Father.  We also discussed what the meaning of a 
gift is. 

 She has received many gifts over the years such as a basketball 
hoop from her brother, gift cards to Starbucks from her sister, family 
and friends, tickets to a  Michael W. Smith concert, books, CD’s, and 
movies to name a few.  But, she told me the best gift she has 
received is Jesus. He lives in heaven. 



December 18 Sonia Rademacher 
Rest McMinnville Campus 
 
 What I want for Christmas is rest. 

 Often when people ask how I am doing, my first and almost 

immediate response is some variation of “good, tired, but good,” 

except I'm not physically tired. I often sleep well through the night.   

 I’m tired in all other kinds of ways. My mind is busy, so I'm tired. 

My schedule is full trying to balance work, motherhood, and being a 

present wife, and I’m tired. My body goes from sitting at a computer 

to caring for my little one, to running getting groceries, straightening 

the house, cleaning bathrooms, doing laundry, and… I'm tired.  

 In Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus says, “Come to Me, all you who are 

weary and burdened , and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you 

and learn from Me, for I am  gentle and humble in heart and you will find 

rest for you souls, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 In context this verse is more than just gaining rest for your soul. 

It’s about submitting to God your burdens and taking up His will over 

your own. So, in this Christmas season I want to rest. But more than 

that I want a Godly will that governs my own so that when I do find 

those moments to sit and just be, my mind, heart, and body can be at 

rest in the knowledge that my life and all its busyness are burdens 

that I don’t have to carry alone.  

 My prayer is if you are like me and often think to yourself, “I’m 

tired,” that you would be able to take a moment in each day this 

Christmas season to pause and be thankful for God’s provision for 

you. Then in that moment give every burden you have to God and 

rest in the peace that though not everything may be as you want or 

hoped, God rejuvenates the soul when we fix our attention on His 

promises and His completed work. 



December 19 Jason Campbell 
It’s Better to Give Than to Receive Tigard Campus 
 
 One year late in high school, I was eagerly anticipating one big 

gift that I had been hinting toward for months: a CD player. I very 

often got what I asked for, and so when Santa didn't bring one, I 

assumed that it was in one of the wrapped gifts. Even though I got a 

bunch of great gifts that year, I couldn't help feeling disappointed. I 

had spent weeks building it up in my head until I thought that I was 

somehow owed that particular present. 

 Being a selfish high school kid, I didn't even have the decency to 

try to hide my disappointment. My parents could see all of it on my 

face but they didn't say a word. I remember looking up at my mom 

and seeing behind her composed features the hurt feelings caused by 

my lack of gratitude. 

 It was in that moment that Christmas turned on its axis for me. 

Why was I complaining? Was this holiday all about getting what I 

wanted? Or was there much more here to enjoy that I was missing 

because I was focused on myself? I looked over at my sister (barely 

twelve years old then) and saw her engrossed in her gifts, my dad 

sitting with his coffee and enjoying the warmth of the fire, my mom 

putting out warm, fresh croissants for our brunch. I was sitting in the 

middle of a wonderland! 

 From then on, Christmas became for me a time to make sure 

others were enjoying the holiday and that I did my share of the work 

to make it as wonderful as possible. While I didn't quite cease being 

selfish (I was sixteen after all), I learned a little something about "it's 

better to give than to receive" that day and the holiday has never 

been the same  



December 20 Jan Lefebvre 
The Best Christmas Ever Newberg Campus 
 
 During my childhood Christmas seasons, my dad put up lights 

on our house each and every year. I remember he took 1”x1” sticks 

and made a star, affixing lights on it so that it lit up the roof of our 

house.  That star went up every year pretty much my whole 

childhood. 

 But what was even more special to me about the lights on our 

house was the strand he hung along the front gutters. They were a 

traditional, multi-colored strand of bulbs, very much like all the other 

houses had up during the 1960’s. This particular strand only had a 

few “blinkers” and there was a yellow blinking bulb near the end that 

hung just above my bedroom window.   

 I LOVED seeing the yellow light blink every night when I would 

go to bed. It was sort of “my” light and it had comfort and joy of the 

Christmas Season in it! 

 But one year, Dad hung the strand backwards and the blinking 

yellow light was on the other end of the house, over the living room 

window. What was happening??? Dad didn’t understand how 

important it was to me for him to get his ladder back out, take the 

strand back down, and re-hang it in the correct direction. I wanted 

“my” light back above my window! 

 It didn’t happen. 

 So, you know what? That particular Christmas I learned a very 

valuable lesson. It was about gratitude and seeing beyond an issue 

that really wasn’t that important in the long run. My Dad put lights 

up every year because he loved how we loved it. The fact that one 

year it wasn’t 100% needed to be OK, and it was OK. 

 Christ’s Birth would still be celebrated! Jesus came down and 

we rejoice! “My” yellow light still blinked into the night – along with 

all the others – to proclaim the joy in our hearts in the wonderful, 

beautiful, magical time of year! 

 May Jesus be the Light of your Christmas Celebration! 



December 21 Angela Bourne 
All I Want for Christmas McMinnville Campus 
 
 All I want for Christmas is a stable. Not literally a stable but a 

“stable” Christmas. Yes, I mean all the meanings of stable. Firmly 

fixed, sane and sensible and especially the one that held the manger. 

The way the first Christmas was. The ability for enough to be 

enough. For the real reason for the Season to shine through. I want 

Jesus! I want to remember the reason why we celebrate this Holiday. 

I don’t want to allow the hustle to take over any more. I don’t want 

to think things like “Is this good enough?”, “Did I do enough?”, “I have 

to decorate.”  Instead I want my love for God and thankfulness that 

He has already given the greatest gift to shine through and be 

apparent in our home. To be apparent all through the season. 

 I want to decorate slowly and meaningfully. Thanking God for 

all we already have not rushed to put a tree up in anticipation of 

filling below it. The saddest thing I hear is when someone calls 

Christmas a “Hallmark Holiday”. Yes the channel is great with all of 

the movies that are touchy feely, but it is not about what is received. 

For who can top the greatest gift already given?!? God already won 

that contest! It is about JOY, PEACE, KINDNESS, GENEROSITY and 

HOPE.  

 The first Christmas, in a manger with loved ones, visitors and 

excitement. If you think of the reason we celebrate this Holiday you 

can’t help but feel all those things listed above. God gave us so much. 

We are to celebrate by giving to others JOYFULLY. Not out of 

necessity or trying to outdo the other person. It is about less, not 

more. It is about wanting to be together not feeling like you have to. 



December 22 Tami Stevens 
The Gift That Will Never Disappoint Tigard Campus 
 
 I don’t remember a lot of the gifts that I received as a child, but 

one that stands out in my mind is the pogo stick I received when I 

was 9 or 10 years old. I remember wanting one for a really long time. 

I remember the disappointment of gift giving occasions when I did 

not receive one, and I remember the excitement when my parents 

finally gave me one.  

 What I didn’t realize when I asked for it, though, was that a 

rough gravel driveway is not a good surface for a pogo stick and that 

a certain amount of body weight is needed to make it work, 

something which I lacked at the time. Instead of being something 

that brought me enjoyment, it became something that brought me 

frustration and became a disappointment. I think my parents knew 

that it would not be as fun for me as I thought it would, but 

eventually decided that I would have to learn that the hard way. And 

I think that lesson is one of the reasons I remember this gift. 

 Fortunately for us, God is a perfect gift-giver who gives us 

exactly what we need, even if it is not what we are asking for, and 

that is why He sent us Jesus. Jesus can bring us peace when our 

world is in chaos; He can bring us power when we are tempted or 

feeling overwhelmed; He can bring us hope when the world around 

us feels dark and hopeless. Most importantly, though, Jesus is God’s 

gift of grace and mercy to us, providing us with a way to be in 

relationship with Him, something we could never accomplish on our 

own. Jesus is the gift that will never disappoint. 



December 23 Erin Lawler 
All I Want For Christmas McMinnville Campus 
 
 All I want for Christmas is quality time with friends and family. 

When I think of the holidays this season, I think of fellowship & the 

sacredness of community among believers. I think of the way God 

moves through the community of believers in the Bible to reach 

those who are hurting. 

 I think about these powerful verses describing the community 

of the early church in Acts 2:43-47, “They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 

temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 

glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved.” 

 Like the group of people who lowered their friend through the 

roof to be healed by Jesus. How must these friends have lived their 

daily lives in order to have such a love for one another, that they 

would go to such a great length? These were not colleagues at the 

office, or acquaintances from the school pick up line. 

 God’s desire for us is to live with a spirit of generosity to our 

community, to give as there are needs, to experience the fullness of 

joy that comes with living in true fellowship to one another that 

allows us to even be aware of those needs. It’s what I’m pursuing, it’s 



 December 24 Nick Wilson 
All I Want For Christmas Tigard Campus 
 
 One of the obvious cornerstones of the Christmas season is gift 

giving. Some people love giving gifts. Some people love receiving 

gifts. Some people prefer one over the other. Some people hate both. 

Personally, I am someone who loves to give gifts. BUT it can be a real 

challenge to give gifts.  

 Sometimes you think something is a good gift and the person is 

even grateful, but then it turns out the gift never leaves the 

packaging. Other times you might get what you think is a mediocre 

gift because you couldn’t find something “good,” and then that gift 

turns out to be one of the person’s favorite gifts. The third option is 

that sometimes you give what you know is a good gift, and the 

person doesn’t initially get excited about it, but then over time they 

come to appreciate the gift. 

 What I have learned about gift giving is that a good gift is 

useful. Whether or not people are initially excited about a gift, what 

makes it a good gift over time is its usefulness. God understands that 

a good gift is useful. God is a giver of good gifts. 

 Romans 5: 15-17 says, “But the gift is not like the trespass. For if 

the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s 

grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 

overflow to the many!”  

 The Greek word here that is often translated as “grace,” is the 

Greek word for “gift.” Sometimes we lose sight of the fact that the 

grace of God is a useful gift for our lives today, rather than just a 

ticket to heaven. 

 Titus 2:11-12 says, “For the grace of God has appeared that offers 

salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age.” 

 This Christmas, may we all look for ways to use the grace  

God has given us, and not let it be another gift that collects dust in 

the closet. 





December 25  David Case 
Merry Christmas! Lead Pastor 
 
 Well, it’s here! December 25th! This is the day! The Day we 

open gifts! Have you opened your gifts yet? Of course, you have!  

 Several years ago, I read that Americans used 28,497,464 rolls 

and sheets of wrapping paper, 16,826,362 packages of tags and 

bows, 372,430,684 greeting cards, and 35,200,000 Christmas trees. 

A lot of ways to wrap and give gifts. 

 Today in the midst of all the wrapping paper, the tags and bows, 

and Christmas trees please do not forget THE Gift of Christmas! This 

is the day we celebrate THE Gift! God’s great gift! A gift that’s not 

too late to receive and open. A gift that is for now and for Eternity!  

 Yes, the “wrapping paper” of this gift takes us off guard. This 

gift was wrapped in swaddling clothes! Talk about surprises! And 

then this gift went all the way to the Cross—talk about bigger 

surprises! THE gift took a lot of planning, a lot of thought, and a lot of 

sacrifice. God gave a gift of His heart. He gave His Son, Jesus! 

 The Christmas gifts you opened today came in all forms and 

have been given in a variety of ways, but the fundamental purpose 

behind it all is to communicate love. Gift giving is about 

communicating love.  Today, Christmas Day is certainly a celebration 

of God’s gift to us—God communicating His Love! So today take 

some time and remember God gave us His best gift, a gift of love! 

The angels announced it, the shepherds celebrated, and the Magi, the 

wise men came seeking Him. This gift had been promised throughout 

history.  Today don’t forget to celebrate THE gift God’s given to 

YOU! I John 4:8-10, “Because God is love. This is how God showed His 

love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through Him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

 What did Jesus give to you? He gave Himself. It began with His 

birth and is proven best when He gave all of Himself on the cross of 

Calvary. He continues to give Himself to this world.  He is God’s love 

gift to you!  








